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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

ALEXANDER~WITHROW HOUSE HABS No. VA-905

2 North Main Street, Lexington, Virginla

Present Owner: The Adithrow Estate.

Present Qccupant: None,

Present

Use: None.

Brief Statemant of

Significance:

Part I.

Built in 1789, this 1s believed to be the only house
in the area not destroyed by the great fire of 1796,
The tradition that the town's first post office, bank
{of which Stonewzll Jackson was a director), and
newspaper were located here is as yet unsubstantiated.

HISTORIZAL INFORMATION

A, Physical History:

1.

Original and subsequent owners: The Wlihrow House was
erected prior to 1792 by @William Alexander on lots pur-
chased from the Trustees of the newly established Town of
Lexington in 1784, a first sale. Following the death of
#1lliam Alexander in 1797, the house wWas purchased in
18C0 by Capntain John Leybura from the #illiam Alexauder
estite. (Deed Book D, 260). In the Lexington Gazette for
Octover 9, 1335 the property ls advertised for sale aus
that very desirable House and lot in Lexington, sit-
uated on the corner of Maln Street obliquely opposite
the Court House, and now occupled by Dr. Graham. The
ilouse is brick, and besides offering accommodation for
2 large fanlly presents a favorable location for the
merchant or tradesman, inasmuch a5 there 1s also a
STORE, COUNTING ROOM & LUMBER HOUSE connected therewith,

wnich have been successfully occupied in merchandizing
for the last thirty years.
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And while there is thus prasented a stand for business
but little, i1f &t all, inferior to any other in the -
town, a two story BRICK KITCHEN, 3MOKE HOU3E, ICI HOUSE,
CARRIAGE HOUSE, STA3SLE, AND CISTERN with a pump nake 1t
altogetner a comfortable family residence, The loi

is large, facing upon two streets, and 'as thers are about
one hundred feet front on Main Sireat and provision

made for an alley running through between this and

the adjolning lot, ample space iz provided for the
eraction of another large building 1f desirable...
(signed) A.Leyburn, Ex'r ofJohn Leyburn, dec'd.

The house was not sold, for !t was listed for rent in the Gazette
of April 15, 1836 as follows:
The store and dwelling House directly opposite the
Post O0ffice the former lately occupied by Turner,
Leyburn & Co, and the latter by Dr. Graham ...
{signed) A. Leyburn Ex'r of John Leyburn, dec'd,
The house remained in the Leyburn family until 1851, when
Dr. Alfred Leyburn, Joun's son and executor, sold it to George
A. Baker, (Deed Book BB,342). In 1882 George Baker exacuted «
deed of trust in favor of liiss BElizabeth McDowell, (Deed Book MM)
Jo further =vidence has yet become available uniil 19CG1, when
Deed Book 2, p. 295 indicates a deed release between the adminis-
trator of the estate of Elizabeth McDowell and Jack Hith:ow, et al.,
with #illiam Banker, the executor of George.Baker. Apparently as

the result of a forced sale the house at this time came into the

possession of Jack and Allce Withrow,

2. Date of erectlon: Between 1784, the year in which
William Alexander purchased the lot for the Town
Trustees, and 1792, +the year in which fargaret
Alexander married Edward Grahanm.

3, Architect: Unknewn. Bullder: Unknown,

4, Notes on alterations and additions: dhen the streets - -
Wwere lowered ten feet in the 1850's, the main floor
became the present second floor, and the cut stone
underpinnings installed, forming the present street
lavel store rooms. It is probauble that the roof
was destroyed in the fire of 1796, and the present
roof added at that tinme.
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The most substantial evidence concerning the original
building is found in a "Declaration for Assurance' made
to The Iutual Assurance Soclety Agalnst Flre on Zulldings
of the State of Virginia, dated March 23, 1802, FPertinent
extracts follow:

The bullding on the Main and wWashington Streets now
occupled by myself as 2 dwelling and store situated
between the lots of Willlam Carruthers and that of
Andrew 4Alexander ., . ., valued at 33333.33 ...
{(signed) John Leyburn.

There follow the slignatures of three householders as
appraisers: Cornelius Dorman, Benjamln Darst, and James
Gold, who attach the followlng descriptinon:

Brick dwelling house 443 feet long 34 feet wide
2 stories above ground coverad with wood., No buildlng
within twenty feet in any directlon,

The following statement was added over John Leyburns
signature:

The above described bullding was 1nsured whille in

an unfinlished state as will apppar in my declaration
No, 33 dated the 26th November 1300 and the policy
No. 59 issued thereon by the iHutual Assurance Society
of Virginia, the oblect of the present declaration is
to obtaln insurance for the addltional repwirs or the
present vaiue of the bullding... I have bullt & 3Brick
smoke House within 20 feet of ny kltchen since the
policy lssued, consequently 1t will be subject to an
additional premium. Lexington, March 23, 1802,
(signed) J. Leyburn.

The "unfinished state'" raferred to In the Declaration wpust
refer to the progress of the repairs to the bullding
following the fire of 17G6.
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B. Histerical Events Connectsdiwith the structure:

The Withrow House is believed toc be the only house in the
area not destroyed by the great fire thit devastated the heart of
Lexington in 1796. William Alexander, the bullder, was & sub-
stantial merchant, descrived in Duncan Lyle's Alexander Family
8 an active, energetic man of business with liberal and enlarged
views. A founder of the Lexington Presbyterian Church, he was at
times deputy sheriff and justice of the peace., Alexander's second
son, Archibald, was to become Presldent of Hampden Sydney College

and lster the foundar of the Princeton Theological Seminary. In

August 1801 the first issue of The Rockﬁridze Re2pository appeared,
"printed by JohnrMcMullin.in dashington 3treet next door to Captain
John.Leyburn, ¥Yerchant," perhaps in an office located on the property.
Jglter 3. Hunt, Jr., in a report for HABSIdated June 12, 1957, states
without documentatlion that Stonewall.Jaéksbn, 45 & Director of the
Lexinzton Savings Institution, had an office in the bullding.
PART IT. ARCHEITECTURAL INFORMATION
A. General Statement:

A TFederal three story brick bullding. Unusual diapering

of end walls, DBracketed roof and wrought iron balcony

probably aaded.

Conditinn: %¥Walls and floors sound; interior requires
renovation and vreservative treatment,

B, Technical Description cof HExbterior: .
1. Overall dimensions: 444 x 34.
2. Foundations: Cut stone underpinnings.

3. Walls: The walls were built on the spot from local .
red clay, probably from excavations made for the
foundations., The walls are laid in Flemish bond,
four bricks thick, with an exXceptionzl diapering werk -
in the wall facling Washington Street. ' C

4, Chimneys: Four, one in eacihn corner, rzlzted to the
fireplaces located diagonally in the second and third
floor corrers,
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5. Roof: talisn Renalssance palace roof; cornice with
brackets, c. 1870.

6. Additions: Second story wrought iron balcony (early
19th century) and rear porch added after original .
construction. -

7. ‘indows: 9/9 douole-hung. Lintels: gaugad flat
arch in brick. HNorth front window perhaps original.

~

C. Interior:

Pirst Floor, GSouthwest Corner: Single beaded bhase
board; chalr rail forns window stool; walls and celling
plaster; no cornice; random width pine floors; corner
fireplace With surround molding.

First Floor, Southeast corner: Partial chair rail;
sash not original; door carving beazded round; door
reversed; assorted nardware, some original; corner fireplae:

Pirst floor, Northeast Corner: Stamped metal cornice;
chair rail; three part deor casing; old carpenter rim
lock; gravitiy hinges; peg sirip mounted at top of door
casing; later mantel; original sash. Wall between
hall and room probably =z later addition.

first floor, North west Corner. Chalir rail. Door
sheathed with broad boards in V pattern; iron stirap
hinges.

Walls: plaster on hand split wood laths.

Stajirs with winders, turned spindles in natural wood;
turned newel and modern hand rail,

Second floor, bouth west., Origlinal locks; door hung
on H & L hinges

Second floor, Southeast: later Greszk revival type door;
Door to hall 6 psnel raised panel door, original

Hall: Later door and partition cutting nazll.
Second floor, Northeast: Original sash, original mantel;
chair rail and simple base.
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